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A study was conducted to determine rates of student
persistence in the Los Rios Community Ccllege District (LRCCD). Using
the fall 1988 semester for comparison, two cohorts (i.e., first-time
freshmen and all LRCCD students) were tracked for the spring and fall
1989 semesters. Data were compiled for the whole district and for
each of the four colleges in the LRCCD, analyzing persistence by
gender and ethnicity for both groups. Study highlights included the
following: (1) the overall fall-to-spring district per-istence rate
(57.1%) was generally higher than the fall-to-fall rate (40.7%); (2)
the overall distri~t persistence rate for first-time freshmen was
lower than that for all students fall-to-spring, but higher when
fall-to-fall persistence was calculated; (3) male freshmen and males
in general persisted at a higher rate than the average for both
fall-to-spring and fall-to-fall; (4) generally, Asian and Filipino
students had the highest persistence rates, and Whites and American
Indians had the lowest persistence rates; (5) American River College
and Sacramento City College's (SCC's) fall-co-f: 1 persistence rates
for all students and for first-time freshmen were above the
district-wide average, while Consumnes River College was slightly
lower than the average; and (6) first-time freshmen Asian students at
SCC had the highest retention rate (79.0%) of all first-time freshmen
when compared to the other campuses. A graph showing the decrease in
degrees and certificates awarded and an analysis of persistence Ly
age and gender are appended. (WJT)
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Los Rios Community College District
Office of Planning and Research
Student Persistence Study

The Office of Planning and Rese~rch has had a number of requests to deter.nine the persistence
rate of students from one semester to the next, or from one year to the next. Armed with our
CDC CYBER mainframe and SPSS-X, we tackled the question of student persistence.

With Fall 1988 as the semester for comparison, we examined two different populations: First-
Time Freshmen and All Los Rios Students. We tracked both student cohorts for the Spring 1989
and Fall 1989 semesters. The research question we wanted to answer was: Of all students (or
of First-Time Freshmen) attending Los Rios in Fall 1988, how many were still attending the
subsequent semester (Spring 1989), or the following year (Fall 1989)? We wanted to know the
answer for the whole district, and for each of the colleges (including the Placerville Center). We
also wanted to know if the persistence rate differed between men and women, or by ethnic group.
(For purposes of this analysis, we did not exclude degree and certificate eamsrs since relatively
few degrees and certificates are granted annually. See Appendix.)

Our findings have been summarized by college and cohort in the following pages, but particular
district and college highlights are discussed below:

Disirict Highlights:

e Theoverall fall-tc spring persistence rate was generally higher (57.1%) than the fall-to-
fall rate (40.7%).

e The overall persistence rates for First-Time Freshmen were lower than those for all
students for fall-to-spring, but higher when fall-;0-fall persistence is calculated.

e Male persistence rates were generally higher than the average for both fall-to-spring
and fall-to-fall for both AI! Los Rios Students and First-Time Freshmen, but the female
fall-to-fall persistence rate was higher than the average fall-to-fall persistence rate for
All Los Rios Students.

e  Generally, Asian and Filipino students had the highest persistence rates when compared
to the other cthnic groups for both fall-to and fall-to-spring, and for All Los Rios
students and First-Time Freshmen. Wnites and American Indians had lower
persistence rates than the other ethnic groups.
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e Since the low persistence rates of whites and American Indians was somewhat
surprising, we investigated further. Our hypothesis was that white and American
Indian students were older and therefore more likely to be employed and to attend
intermittently, so an age group analysis was done (see Appendix). This did in fact
prove to be the case with both the All Student and First-Time Freshmen cohorts, since

there were proportionally more older white and American Indian students in both
cohorts.

College Highlights:

e ARC and SCC fall-to-fall student persistence rates for All Students and  _.-Time
Freshmen were above the districtwide average, while CRC was slightly lower than the
average. (This reflects the relatively younger student populations at SCC and ARC.)

9  First-Time Freshmen Asian students at SCC had the highest retention rate of all First-
time Freshmen when compared to the other campuses (79.0% compared to the average
of 74.6%).

e The Placerville Center had generally low persistence rates, reflecting their
predominantly older, * .rt-time student population.
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Los Rics Community College District
All Los Rios Students
Student Persistence
Fall to Spring
Semesters Compared: Fall 1988 to Spring 1989
District Student Population in Fall 1988: 43117

Number of Fall 1988 students still
attending Los Rios in Spring 1989: 24621

Average Persistence Percent (Fall to Spring): 57.1%

Persistence by Gender

Male 58.3%
Female 56.2%

Persistence by Ethnicity

Asian 67.3%
Filipino 59.7%
Other 58.3%
Hispanic 57.1%
Black 56.7%
No Code 56.4%
Whitz 55.9%

Am. Ind. 54.3%




Los Rios Community College District
: First Time Freshmen
3 Student Persistence
v Fall to Spring
Semesters Compared: Fall 1988 to Spring 1989

District First Time Freshmen
Population in Fall 1988: 7544

Number of Fall 1988 First Time Freshmen
still attending Los Rios in Spring 1989: 4217

Average Persistence Percent (Fall to Spring): 55.9%

Persistence by Gender

Male 57.1%
Female 54.9%

Persistence by Ethnicity

Asian 74.6%
Filipine 62.5%
Other 58.3%
White 54.5%
Black 54.4%

Hispanic 53.9%
Am. Ind. 44.8%
No Code 44.4%
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Los Rios Community College District
All Los Rios Students
Student Persistence
Fall to Fall
Semesters Compared: Fall 1988 to Fall 1989
District Population in Fall 1988: 43117

Number of Fall 1988 First Tin.e Freshmen
still attending Los Rios in Fall 1989: 17568

Average Persistence Percent (Fall to Fall): 40.7%

Persistence by Gender

Female 40.9%
Male 40.5%

Persistence by Ethnicity

Asian 49.5%
Filipino 45.1%
Other 41.9%
Hispanic 41.8%
No Code 40.3%
Black 39.7%
White 39.6%
Am. Ind. 38.7%
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Los Rios Community College District
First Time Freshmen
Student Persistence

Fall to Fall
Semesters Compared: Fall 1988 to Fall 1989
Dis*rict First Time Freshmen
Population in Fall 1988: 7544
Number of Fall 1988 First Time Freshmen
still attending Los Rios in Fall 1989: 3249
Average Persistence Percent (Fall to Fall): 43.0%

Persistence by Gender

Male 43.4%
Female 42.8%

Persistence by Ethnicity

Asian 00.4%
Filipino 55.5%
Other 47.7%
White 41.7%
Black 40.0%

Hispanic 39.7%
No Code 37.3%
Am. Ind. 36.4%
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American River College
All Students
Student Persistence
Fall to Spring
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Semesters Compared: Fall 1988 to Spring 1989
ARC Student Population i Fail 1988: 19443

Number of Fall 1988 ARC students still
attending Los Rios in Spring 1989: 11480

Average Persistence Percent (Fali to Spring): 59.0%

Persistence by Gender

Male 60.3%
Female 53.1%

Persistence by Ethnicity

Asian 65.1%
Filipino 60.9%
Other 59.6%
White 58.9%
Hispanic 58.9%
Black §7.3%
No Code 56.5%
Am. Ind. 54.4%
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American River College
First Time Freshmen
Student Persistence
Fall to Spring

Semesters Compared: Fall 1988 to Spring 1989

ARC First Time Freshmen
Population in Fall 1988: 3938

Number of Fall 1988 ARC First Time Freshmen
still attending Los Rios in Spring 1989: 2283

Average Persistence Percent (Fall to Spring): 58.0%

Persistence by Gender

Male 58.6%
Female 574%

Persistence by Ethnicity

Asian 70.5%
Filipino 64.5%
Other 63.7%
White 58.2%
Black 54.3%

Hispanic 53.8%
Am. Ind. 48.2%
No Code 45.0%




Female
Male

Asian
Filipino
Hispanic
Other
Black
White
Am. Ind.
o Code

Semesters Compared:

ARC Student Population in Fall 1988:

Number of Fall 1988 ARC students still
attending Los Rios in Spring 1989:

Average Persistence Percent (Fall to Fall):

Persistence by Gender

42.0%
41.1%

Persistence by Ethnicity

46.6%
45.1%
43.7%
43.3%
41.3%
41.1%
40.7%
38.7%
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American River College
All Students
Student Persistence
Fall to Fall

Fall 1988 to Fall 1989




Semesters Compared:

ARC Firs: Time Freshmen
Populatioa in Fall 1988:

Number of Fall 1988 ALC First Time Freshrien
still attending Los Rios in Fall 1989:

Average Persistence Percent (Fall to Fall):

Persistence by Gender

Female
Male

45.5%
43.9%

Persistence by Ethnicity

Asian §5.7%
Filipino 54.8%
Other 46.2%
White 44.6%
Black 42.7%
Lispanic <2.4%
Am. Ind. 40.0%
No Code 38.8%

American River College
First Time Freshmen

& Student Persistence

3 Fall to Fall

Fall 1988 to Fall 1989

3938

1764

44.8%
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Cosumnes River College
All Students
Student Persistence
Fall to Spring

Semesters Compared: Fall 1988 to Spring 1989
CRC Student Population in Fall 1988: 6558

Number of Fall 1988 CRC students still
attending Los Rios in Spring 1989: 3400

Average Persistence Percent (Fall to Spring): 51.8%

Persistence by Gender

" Male 525%
Female 51.3%

Persistence by Ethnicity

Asian 60.8%
No Code 58.5%
Filipino 58.1%
Other 49.5%
Am. Ind. 53.7%
Hispanic 52.2%
White 50.6%
Black 50.6%
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Cosumnes River College
First Time Freshmen
Student Persistence
Fall to Spring

Semesters Compared: Fall 1988 to Spring 1989

CRC First Time Freshmen
Population in Fall 1988: 833

Number of Fall 1988 CRC First Time Freshmen
still attet.ding Los Rios in Spring 1989: 331

Average Persistence Percent (Fall to Spring): 39.7%

Persistence by Gender

Male 41.0%
Female 38.7%

Persistence by Ethnicity

Asian 63.0%
Filipino 56.0%
NoCode  47.1%

Black 40.5%
Hispanic 37.2%
White 36.8%
Other 34.3%

Am. Ind. 22.2%
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Cosumnes River College
All Students
Student Persistence
Fall to Fall

Semesters Compared: Fall 1988 to Fall 1989

CRC Student Population in Fall 1988: 6558

Number of Fall 1988 CRC students still
attending Los Rios in Spring 1989: 2470

Average Persistence Percent (Fall to Fall): 37.7%

Persistence by Gender

Female 38.0%
Male 37.2%

Persistence by Ethnicity

Asian 48.1%
Filipino 45.7%
No Code 41.5%

Hispanic 39.6%
Black 36.8%
White 36.2%
Other 34.1%

Am. Ind. 31.6%
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Placerville Center
All Students
Student Persistence
Fall to Spring

Semesters Compared: Fall 1988 to Spring 1989
CRC/P Student Population in Fall 1988: 2016

Number of Fall 1988 CRC/P students still
attending Los Rios in Spring 1989: 864

Average Persistence Percent (Fall to Spring): 42.9%

Persistence by Gender

Female 43.6%
Male 41.0%

Persistence by Ethnicity

Black 571%
Other 54.7%
No Code 50.0%
Filipino 50.0%
Hispanic 47.6%
White 422.5%
Asian 36.4%
Am. Ind. 36.4%
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Placerville Center |
First Time Freshmen |
Student Persistence |

o Fall to Spring
o Semesters Compared: Fall 1988 to Spring 1989
&
CRC/P First Time Freshmen
) Population in Fall 1988: 400
Namber o1 Fall 1988 CRC/P First Time Freshmen
still attending Los Rios in Spring 1989: 143
f Average Persistence Percent (Fall to Spring): 35.8%

Persistence by Gender

3 Female 36.8%
) Male 33.8%

Persistence by Ethnicity

Asian 100.0%
Other 57.1%
No Code 40.0%
Hispanic 40.0%

“White 35.1%
Am. Ind. 28.6%
Filipino 0.0%
Blac.. 0.0%
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Placerville Center

All Students
Student Persistence
Fall to Fall
Semesters Compared: Fall 1988 to Fall 1989
CRC/P Student Population in Fall 1988: 2016

Number of Fall 1988 CRC/P students still
a*ending Los Rios in Spring 1989: 596

Average Persistence Percent (Fall to Fall): 29.6%

Persistence by Gender

Female 30.1%
Male 28.4%

Persistence by Ethnicity

Black 57.1%
Other 35.7%
No Code 33.3%
White 29.5%

Am. Ind. 29.1%
Hispanic 25.4%
Filipino 25.0%
Asian 18.2%
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Placerville Center
First Time Freshmen
Student Persistence

Fall to Fall
Semesters Compared.: Fall 1988 to Fall 1989
CRC/P First Time Freshmen
Population in Fall 1988: 400
Number of Fall 1988 CRC/P First Time Freshmen
still attending Los Rios in Fall 1989: 96
Average Persistence Percent (Fall to Fall): 24.0%

Persistence by Gender

Male 28.9%
Female 21.3%

Persistence by Ethnicity

No Code 40.0%
Other 28.5%
White 23.8%
Am. Ind. 21.4%
Hispanic 20.0%
Filipino 0.0%
Asian 0.0%
Black 0.0%
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Sacramento City College
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Sacramento City College

All Students
Student Persistence
Fall to Spring
Semesters Compared: Fall 1988 to Spring 1989
SCC Student Population in Fall 1988: 15095

Number of Fall 1988 SCC students still
attending Los Rios in Spring 1989: 8877

Average Persistence Percent (Fall to Spring): 58.8%

Persistence by Gender

Male 59.9%
Female 58.0%

Persistence by Ethnicity

Asian 69.9%
Other 60.9%
Filipino 60.0%
Hispanic 60.0%
Black 59.1%
Am. Ind. §7.8%
No Code 56.7%
White 55.9%
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Sacramento City College

First Time Freshmen

- Student Persistence

: Fall to Sprinrg

Semesters Compared: Fall 1988 to Spring 1989

SCC First Time Freshmen
Population in Fall 1988: 2373

Number of Fall 1988 SCC First Time Freshmen
still attending Los Rios in Spring 19%2: 1460

Average Persistence Percent (Fall to Spring): 61.5%

Persistence by Gender

Male 63.2%
Female 60.0%

Persistence by Ethr.icity

Asian 79.0%
Filipino 63.4%
Other 62.4%
Am. Ind. 59.0%
White 58.5%
Black 58.4%

Hispanic 58.2%
No Code 42.1%
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Sacramento City College
All Students
Student Persistence
Fall to Fall

Semesters Compared: Fall 1988 to Fall 1989
v SCC Student Population in Fall 1988: 15095

g Nuw._oer of Fall 1988 SCC students still
R attending Los Rios in Spring 1989: 6407

Aid Average Persistence Percent (Fall to Fall): 42.4%

Persistence by Gender

§ Female 42.6%
o Male 42.3%

,.
¥

Persistence by Ethnicity

Asian 51.2%
Filipino 45.2%
Other 4.1%
No Code 44.1%
Hispanic 41.7%
Am. Ind. 40.8%
White 40.6%
Black 40.0%
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Semesters Compared:

SCC First Time Freshmen
Population in Fall 1988:

Sacramento City College
First Time Freshmen
Student Persistence
Fall to Fall

Fall 1988 to Fall 1989

Number of Fall 1988 SCC First Time Freshmen

still attending Los Rios in Fall 1989:

Average Persistence Percent (Fall to Fall):

Persistence by Gender

Male
Female

48.6%
473%

Persistence by Ethnicity

Asian
Filipino
Other
Am. Ind.
White
No Code
Hispanic
Black
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65.5%
61.0%
57.6%
46.2%
45.9%
42.1%
413%
39.7%
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Los Rios Community College District
Degrees/Certificates Awarded

2835 2811
2554

2194

2101
Certifizates
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